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Mistassini Post is in the interior of Quebec. about 300 
miles northwest of Lake St. John. Apparently this locality had had 
no previous entomological investigation. The insect fauna is 
abundant and typical of the Canadian zone. The collection obtained 
extended the known distributions of hundreds of species. 

The Firth River party was part of a cooperaU'Ve project 
with Dr. R.S, MacNeish of the National Museum, Most of the 
collecting was done near the base camp at 69°21N.,1390 31W. The 
insect fauna, similar to that of Herschel Island, is arctic including 
several Alaskan intrusions. Apparently no previous insect collecting 
of any extent had been made in the vicinity of the camp. 

Sixty-two survey parties have now carried out field w..rk 
in the arctic and subarctic regions, from Greenland to Alaska, since 
the Northern Insect Survey began in 1947, and sufficient localities 
have been investigated to allow studies of distribution and geographical 
variation of various species and to relate the findings to biological 
and physical factors. However, there are still large areas from which 
collections are required in order that the distributional patterns of 
northern insects can be mapped more thoroughly. These arerlteinly 
northern Greenland, Manitoba northwest of Churchill, the Mackenzie 
Mountains, and Arctic -Alpine environments in !he Cordilleran system. 

Move of the Ennadai Eskimo to the Henik Lake area 

In recent years, with the reduction in numbers of caribou, 
the small Eskimo community at Ennadai Lake had been finding it 
increasingly difficult to live in that region. Officers of the Department 
of Northern Affairs investigated the surrounding country for a better 
district and found that in the Henik Lake area, 125 miles to the 
northeast and only 50 miles from the trading post at Padlei, caribou 
were more plentiful, the fishing was good, and white foxes could be 
trapped. 

In 1956, a year when food had to be flown in to them, the 
people at Ennadai Lake were asked if they wished to go to this richer 
area. They agreed and it was at first planned to carry out the move in 
the fall, but this was postponed to the spring to avoid spending the winter 
in a new district. With the cooperation of the R.C.M.Police and the 
Hudson's Bay Company the move was made in May 1957 under the 
supervision of Mr. W. Kerr, the Northern Service Officer for the region. 
The 55 men, women, and children in the group were flown to their new 
home at Oftedal Lake in the R.C.M.P. Otter aircraft based at Churchill. 
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Six flights were needed to complete the airlift in twenty-four hours.
 
The Eskimo were supplied with new tents, fish-nets, enough
 
ammunition for the summer, and food to last them one month. They were
 
accompanied by Mr. Lewis Yois ey of the Department of Northern Affairs,
 
who was familiar with the whole region. By mid-October of 1957 small
 
groups of caribou had appeared in the new area.
 

Protection for the Blue Goose nesting grounds in Baffin Island
 

Two sanctuaries have recently been established on the 
southwest coast of Baffin Island between Bowman Bay and the Koukjuak 
River to protect one of the most important summer goose colonies in 
the world. It was in this area that Mr. Dewey Soper, for whom the 
larger sanctuary has been named, discovered the nesting grounds of 
the Blue Goose in 1929. The Snow Goose, Canada Goose, and American 
Brant also nest in the area. The sketch-map shows the relationship 
of the two sanctuaries: the smaller Bowman Bay Game Sanctuary of 
500 square miles gives complete protection to the most important 
breeding area, and the Dewey Soper Bird Sanctuary provides more 
limited protection over an area of 3.150 square miles. 

The Bowman Bay Game Sanctuary was established by an 
amendment to the Northwest Territories Game Ordinance assented to 
on 23 January 1957 which came into force on March 1. Within the game 
sanctuary lhere may be no hunting Or molestation of birds Or their eggs 
or nests. and no person may enter the sanctuary without written 
permission from a game officer. 

The Dewey Soper Bird Sanctuary was established by an 
amendment of the Migratory Bird Sanctuary Regulations made by 
Order-in-Council on 20 June 1957. Within a Migratory Bird Sanctuary 
there may be no hunting or molestation of birds or their eggs or nests, 
but persons are not prohibited from entering and the Chief of the Canadian 
Wildlife Service may authorize such activities as prospecting for and 
exploitation of mineral deposits. 1£ mineral developments were allowed 
adequate steps could be taken to limit any effects, such as disposal of 
wastes, which might be damaging to migratory birds. 

It is also planned to protect the geese from aircraft. 
Flying at an elevation of less than 2,500 feet and landing except in an 
emergency within the Dewey Soper Bird Sanctuary will be prohibited 
from May 15 to September 30 each year. 



II' 

DEWEY SOPER 
BIRD SANCTUARY 

c-;.ESOLUTIOII
'"V,oleUND 

UNGA VA
DB A Y ... 

ICAl! 0' 'IILU 
o so 100 

QUEBEC 

F'OXE 

BASIN 



16VOL. X NO.1 THE ARCTIC CIRCULAR 

There are nearly 100 bird sanctuaries in Canada at the 
present time. the Dewey Soper Bird Sanctuary being the first established 
in the far north. 

Change of Address 

Members are earnestly re"luested to advise the Treasurer, 
Mr. C.J. Marshall, P,O. Box 68, Postal Station D, Ottawa, promptly 
of any change of address. 

Editorial Note 

The Editor would welcome contributions from those who are 
at present in the Arctic or have information about work in the Arctic, 
All material for the Circular should be sent to: 

Mrs, Graham Rowley, 
245 Sylvan Road, 
Rockcliffe, 
Ottawa 2, Ontario, 
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Seventy-eighth Meeting 

The seventy-eightlmeeting of the Arctic Circle was held in 
the P.L.D.G. Mess, 60 Queen Street, Ottawa, on Tuesday, November 
12. The President, Mr. J .C. Wyatt, was in the Chair and introduced 
the speaker, Mr. Douglas E. Wilkinson, who gave an account of "The 
Inland Eskimo of today". 

Seventy-ninth Meeting 

The seventy-ninth meeting of the Arctic Circle was held in 
the P.L.D.G. Mess, 60 Queen Street, Ottawa, on Tuesday, December 
10. The President, Mr. J.C. Wyatt, was in the Chair and introduced 
Commander A. Law, R. C. N ., who described "Operation B ellot" and 
Mr. C.J. Marshall, who showed coloured slides taken on this voyage. 

1
The Canadian caribou research programme. By A. W .F. Banfield 

The barren-ground caribou - or "the deer" to many 
northerners - i3 an important natural resource of northern Canada. In 
areas remote from supplies of domestic meat, it is a staple item of diet. 

1. Chief Zoologist, National Museum of Canada. 
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"Members of my own service, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, have on various occasions during the past 30 years 
patrolled these islands while carrying out their many and various 
duties in the Canadian Arctic. We have Police detachments in 
several areas explored and named by Sverdrup: for instance, in 
Alexandra Fiord close by to where Sverdrup spent his first winter, 
and again in Grise Fiord on Jones Sound between Ellesmere and Devon 
islands and several of these same detachments themselves bear the 
name of the locations charted by the explorer. Many of these virgin 
islandD originaily explored by Sverdrup are potentially fine hunting 
grounds particularly well suited to the Eskimos l way of life. In 
recognition of this fact the Canadian Government has recently seen 
fit to transport a number of them from the less bountiful areas to the 
south to these newer and richer fields. 

"Otto Sverdrup, of course, was a hero not merely to the 
people of Steinkjer who will naturally claim him as their son, but to 
aU Norwegian boys, even as far south as Hvaler I where I myself was 
born, and I may add that to me, personally, he has been both an 
inspiration ar,d a shin:'ng light during the past 30 years in connection 
wit:, my Own work in the Arctic as a membe!" of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Po~"Lce. I waD only once privileged to see the great man in 
perDo" - in Oslo many years ago. Little did I know then that I would 
be present here toce.y to pay homage, as a citizen of Canada, and on 
behalf of the Ca"adian people, to his memory." 

Superintendent Larsen also read a message from the 
Royal Geograph:'cal Society of London and laid a wreath on the 
monumen~. 

At a lunchecn ceremony before the unve:',~:ng; His Royal 
High':l0sS Crown Prince Olav waS presented by Superintendent Larsen 
with a gift emblematic both of Canada and of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted PoUce. This took the form of an embroidered crest of the 
Force framed in Car.adian woods and waS made by members of the 
Force staff. The crest was mounted on a replica of a maple leaf in 
white maple iniaid in white oak and was framed in bird/s eye maple 
with a one-quarter-inch width of black walnut forming the inner 
border of the fran,e. 

Location of Cape Stallworthy and of Cape Thomas Hubbard 

On 28 June 1906 R.E. Peary reached a point on the north 
coast ofAxcI Heiberg Island, which he natned Cape Thomas Hubbard. 
Here he built a cairn and left a record and a portion of his silk 
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United States flag. On his return journey he mentions the presence of 
a bay separating this point from the next one east, and opposite page 
199 in his book 'Nearest the Pole' is a photograph of Cape Thomas 
Hubbard. 

In recent years some doubt has arisen as to the location of 
Cape Thomas Hubbard. For a time only one cape, named for Corporal 
Stallworthy of the R.C.M.P., appeared on the map of Axel Heiberg 
Island. When the existence of a second cape was shown by air photographs, 
the more westerly point was called Cape Stallworthy and the mOre 
easterly, Cape Thomas Hubbard, From obs ervations made in 1957, 
Dr. R. Thorsteinsson of the Geological Survey found that the Peary 
photograph, referred to above, is taken looking west from the easterly 
point aCross the wide, unnamed bay and that on this point there are no 
cairns but that On the cape to the west there are several some of which 
can be ascribed to Peary. Thus there appears to be no doubt that 
Peary named the westerly point Cape Thomas Hubbard and that it would 
avoid further confusion if the name Cape Stallworthy were used for 
the more easterly point near the centre of the north coast of the island. 
In fact this would also be in keeping with the original naming of the 
northern point of Axel Heiberg Island for Corporal Stallworthy as the 
eastern cape is the mOre northerly of the two capes. 

Mineral exploration in southern Baffin Island, 1957 

Ultra-Shawkey Mines Ltd., a company with mineral 
properties in the Kenora District, Ontario, and in Dubuisson township, 
Quebec, staked 500 claims in southern Baffin Island in 1956 in areas 
showing iron mineralization. A report from the company dated 30 
September 1957 gave encouraging results from the prelimina.ry 
exploration work carried out during the summer of 1957. The 
programme was somewhat curtailed when the Ship bringing in diamond 
drilling equipment was driven away from the area by an unseasonable 
summer gale. It was not until late in the summer that this equipment 
finally arrived and as a result the extensive diamond drilling programme 
planned for 1957 had to be postponed until 1958. 

Five main ore bodies have been outlined in the area which is 
in the vicinity of Chorkbak Inlet east of Cape Dorset. The first of these 
is reported to contain 60 million tons of iron -bearing material, the 
second 34 million tons of iron ore, the third 250 million tons of iron ore, 
and the fourth 12 million tons of iron-bearing material, Mapping of the 
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fifth zone was not completed at the time the report was published but it 
is said to contain magnetite of an exceptionally good grade. In addition 
to the geological mapping which outlined the Ore bodies, reconnaissance 
mapping was also carried out and a number of sulphide zones were 
obs erved, one of which was 10,000 feet long and 1,000 feet wide. 

Correspondence from W.E. Taylor 

In a note published in the Circular for April 1957 (Vol. 9, 
No.3, pp. 39-41) on archaeological excavations in the large 
Sadlermiut Eskimo site at Native Point, Southampton Island, I 
stressed the low frequency of whalebone at the site and marked 
scarcity of baleen. Further, I mentioned "that the Sadlermiut, in 
their last years, were getting very few large whales", or "that they 
were trading baleen to the whalers". The latter view was suggested 
by Mr. G, W • Rowley. I preferred the former view until, in a recent 
conversation, Mr. A. Copeland described the Native Point houses as 
he saw them in 1924-5. At that time whalebone was common on the 
site and particularly evident in the entrance arches, formed of whale 
mandibles which stood up to six feet in height. The scarcity of 
whalebone found in the 1954-6 work is explained by Mr. Copeland's 
observation that the Aivilik regularly removed old whalebone for sled­
shoeing. We had assumed that some such looting occurred but it must 
have been a regular mining programme to have removed virtually all 
the visible whalebone from the scores of houses at Native Point. 

Additional evidence of Sadlermiut whaling activity COmes 
from comments by Angutimarik (Scotch Tom) who told Mr. Copeland 
that the Sadlermiut were active whalers and that Native Point was a 
strategic Eskimo whaling base. 

Thus it seems that the Sadlermiut remained quite successful 
whalers until the turn of the century and "that they were trading baleen 
to the whalers. " 

List of contents and title pages, Volumes 6 and 7 

We have received a number of requests from libraries 
for a list of contents for Volume 6, 1953, and for title pages for 
Volumes 6 and 7. For the convenience of those members who also 
bind the Circular these missing parts have nOw been run off and will 
be mailed to all members with this number of the Circular. A list 
of contents was distributed for Volume 7. In future lists of contents 
3.nd title pages will be produced for all volumes. 
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A manuscript diary written on Mr. Warburton Pike's visit to Back 
River in 1890 

A manuscript diary in the Northern Affairs Library has 
on its cover, "Wm. Ogilvie DLS Diary sub party exploration Great 
Fish River 1890". This seemed unusual as nothing was known of a 
journey by Mr. Ogilvie to Back River. On examination the diary 
proved to be the work of Mr. James Mackinlay who made a journey to 
Back River with Mr. Warburton Pike in the summer of 1890. Mr. Pike's 
account of his journey is included in his book: "The Barren Ground of 
Northern Canada", published in 1892. and the sketch-map reproduced is 
taken from this work. 

Mr. Mackinlay's diary agrees fully with Mr. Pike's 
account, but goes into considerably more detail on some subjects, 
particularly the wildlife they saw. It was therefore considered worth 
while to publish it in the Circular. The diary is given as written except 
for the insertion of punctuation where necessary. correction of the few 
spelling mistakes, and changing of the spelling of place and personal 
names to agree with the names used by Mr. Pike Or the present 
officially adopted place names. 

• 

Mr. Pike had already spent some months in the region and 
had got to know Mr. Mackinlay. who was in charge of the Hudson's Bay 
Company post at Fort Resolution. and many of the local Indians well 
before setting out on the trip to Back's Great Fish River. He had 
arrived at Fort Resolution from England in August 1889 and had spent 
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the fall and early winter months hunting muskoxen on the edge of the 
Barren Grounds with King Beaulieu, a local descendant of a French 
half -breed, and members of his numerous family. He returned to 
Fort Resolution for Christmas and passed the winter months making 
hunting trips wi th Mr. Mackinlay and planning the summer journey to 
the Barren Grounds. He decided to descend the Back River as far as 
practicable, spending most of his time in the headwater region observing 
birds and animals. Mr. Mackinlay, who was evidently interested in 
looking for a site for a new trading post, was released to accompany him 
and he was lent two of the fort servants: Murdo Mackay, a native of the 
Hebrides. and Moise Mandeville, a local half-breed. The Resolution 
party also included Pierre Lockhart, a Yelb"" KiJife Indian engaged as 
guide, who had brought in news from Zinto the chief of the local band, 
and David, an Eskimo boy from Peel River who had been left at 
Resolution for the wi D. ter to learn English from the Protestant mission­
ary there. 

The Yellow Knives were waiting for Mr. Pike with members 
of the Beaulieu family at Fond du Lac, some six days I journey from 
Resolution, and after much discussion it was finally agreed that four 
Indians and their families would accompany the party: Capot Blanc, 
Saltatha, Syene, and Marlo. Carquoss, another Indian, was engaged for 
fishing at Fond du Lac but later joined the expedition, which numbered 
"over twenty people" and "s even trains of starving dogs •• , far too 
large a party for any rapid travelling, and badly handicapped by women and 
children" when it left Fond du Lac. 

Note 

After the typing of Mr. Mackinlay' s diary had been completed 
it waS discovered that D. B. Dowling had published extracts from the 
diary in the Ottawa Naturalist, for 1893 (pp. 85-92 and 101-14). As these 
extracts were considerably abbreviated and, in particular, om.iUed the 
numbers of animals seen and killed it was felt that they did not really 
affect the interest of the complete diary'. 

(Editor A.C.) 
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JOURNAL FISH RIVER EXPLORING PARTY 

James Mackinlay 

Wed. May 7th, 1890: Left Resolution in the afternoon, 
found water knee-deep on the lake till reaching the Big River, which 
was good and camped. Inspr. Spendlove and Clark came out to camp 
with us and will return in the morning. Geese and ducks numerous in 
vicinity of the Fort, and most of the snow gone. 

Thurs. 8th: Wind turned NE in night and cold,freezing the 
water on the ice enough to bear us up. Reached TE!te Noire's House in 
the evening and camped. Find a good deal more snow than at the Fort 
on the ground. 

Frio 9~ Still cold, good travelling. Crossed the lake 
and camped amongst the islands. 

Sat. 10th: Cold. Before leaving camp a solitary goose 
turned up and was secured by Mr. Pike. Camped again amongst the 
islands I 

11th to 13th: Fair travelling, mostly t'hrough rocky islands 
and reached Mr. Pike's shanty in the evening of the 13th. Found some 
Indians camped there. Zinto's, Old Capot Blanc and King Beaulieu's 
tribes. 

Wed. 14th: Talking with the Indians and getting shoes etc. 
repaired and m"de for the trip. 
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Thurs. 15 th: Spelling Our dogs and engaging two Or three 
Indians to accompany us to the headwaters of the Fish River. Old Capot 
Blanc; Saltatha and Syene have consented to accompany us, and to remain 
and maKe provisions during our absence,also Paul Beaulieu to accompany 
uS as far as the large canoe cached by Mr. Pike last fall on Lake MacKay. 

Fri. 16th: Decided to start on Monday. Our tent 
continually full of Indians begging. A boy arrived today from farther 
up the Bay and reports a family of Indians starving at Pierre Fort Smith 
near Lockhart's House. 

Sat. 17th: A small party of Indians arrived from muskox 
country. Lots of robes on sleds but starving. Report lots of caribou 
at last woods. 

Sun. 18th: We have decided on taking the canoe route. The 
travelling on the lakes of which will be better than the woods at this 
season. Old Capot B lane and Syene take the road of the first expedition 
and shall meet us near head of river if all goes well. Zacarrie arrived 
from Old Cap. Blanc's house and reports the Indians to have dry meat 
there, so consider it saf'er to send a sled for some. 

Mon. 19th: Moise and Pierre Lockhart started to endeavour 
to buy a load of meat for us. Zinto and band started for the fishing 
grounds W of this. King still here but preparing to leave, as no fish are 
to be had in this bay whatever under ice, tho' a good summer fishery. 
Remained cold since arrival. Wind N. Only round trees. rocks etc. 
a little of the snow has melted off, the rest as mid winter. 

Tues. 20th: Waiting for Moise's return. Mr. Pike and I 
took a walk to King's old post about 2 miles farther up the Bay. Found it 
in a filthy state - 2 old houses. Wind still north but thawing a little in 
the sun. The Indians who are to accompany us starving. We will have a 
tough time till we reach the caribou. Our stock of provisions on hand for 
trip is as follows ­

3 bags flour 

1 " pemmican 

40 dry ribs "we are supposed to have" 

1{2 a caribou fresh meat and remains of 20 Ibs. tea. 
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A slight contrast to the supplies of last expedition- "24 pc of 90 lbs." 
King's son killed a gull today. 

,,': ed. 21st: Wind still N and cold. Ou r Indians who are to 
accompany us starving. Mois e and Pierre turned up in the evening, 
bringing 20 ribs and hi. a moose fresh meat. The fresh meat we were 
obliged to feed off to the Indians as they have literally noUling to eat. 

Thurs. 22nd: Got away at last and had dinner at King's 
old post, .. where we took on our flour and arranged our loads. G<lYe men 
allowance tobacco. Wind N and very cold. Camped with the Indians in a 
small bay about 8 miles from the old post. Saw a fresh caribou track 
crossing the lake. Gave 1 dry rib to each family. The Indian's dogs not 
a mOrs el and God knows when they had a feed last. Trust we may reach 
where we surmount the hill and get away from Capot Blanc's party as any 
morsel of meat we ma.y give them means hard times for us should we 
not corne across caribou soon. 

Fri. 23rd: Wind still north but thawing slightly in the middle 
of the day. Three of the Indians started off from the camp to hunt on the 
top of the hill so we made a pOor day, probably about 10 miles. The lake 
on leaving camp widened out. Studded with rocky islands. The banks on 
each side of lake high, rocky, spars ely covered with stunted pines and biTch. 
Fixed and arranged what pes. we are taking with Our party as we separate 
from Capot Blanc's band a short distance from this point. The hunters 
returned in the evening. Their bag 1 young porcupine. They saw tracks of 
caribou however so we may fall in with them soon. 

Sat. 24th: Wind still north but cloudy and a heavy thaw. 
Made about 5 miles to a little river which our Indian guides resolved to 
follow and here flattered ourselves to See the last of Capot Blanc and his 
camp followers, but much to OUr dis gust we found they took the same track 
as us resolving to stick to the grub, w~ich is "flY enough for our own party 
for ten days. We are now a party of /over 207soulll and 7 trains of dogs, to 
which if we gave them full rations wo~ld get-away .'lith all our provisions in 
two days. We found on following up the stream a succession of falls which 
were all frozen in huge banks of ice which took us till evening to surmount. 
Some of the men packing and the rest he iping the dogs. I mounted to the 
top of the hills and found a high rolling rocky country. No trees hardly to 
be seen and the snow mostly off except in the hollows. Gave each family 1 
deer rib and a pot of flour. 

i. From Warburton Pike. 
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Sun. 25th: Heavy thaw again today. Wind E. On again for 
a mile Or so on the little river. Made a portage to a long narrow lake 
which we had for about 4 miles, then more rocky portages and small 
lakes till midday , when <:n account of the heavy thaw we lay by near 
a high cliff and small round lake which Mr. Pike recognized having 
passed On the canoe route last summer. Saw 3 geese in the forenoon on 
theh way north and Syene, who started ahead in the morning from camp, 
shot 1 goose. Blind Antoine remained behind at the long lake and while 
we were at dinner carne up with a fine large trout. Towards evening off 
again. Made a short portage into Lac de Chien perdu. The Indians 
here in a short time caught 3 trout. Dark speckled with red meat, from 
5 to 10 lbs. Made a couple of miles on lake and left by a low valley and 
camped in sight of Lac du Mort. Syene arrived and reports to have corne 
acrOSs fresh caribou tracks. Rocky ridges allarouna, here and there 
thinly grown with small pines. If it were not for the lakes which cut up 
the country it would be impassable. They are generally more like a river 
than lake, and with short portages here and there which continue to get 
lower the farther we get away from the range of hills that skirt the 
northeast shore of Slave Lake. The track is fairly straight, W of N 
is the general course. 

Mon. 26th: Wind N, but heavy thaw. By midday reached the 
N end of Lac du Mort where we were obliged to camp. Made about 
8 miles. The lake is largish with long bays running here and there, 
suu'ounded by smooth rocky hills or bankS nearly wholly destitute of 
timber which gives it much the appearance of a lake in the rocky prairie. 
Most of the Indians off hunting. Who partridges numerous. they are now 
changing their plumage. I noticed signs of the .arctic hare 01' the bank 
of the lake which is probably as far south as they corne. and are now off 
out again to the open farther north. Only a few who partridges today1s 
bag. 

Tues. 27th: Wind N as it seems always to be here, but 
thawing in the middle of the day as the Sun gets hot. Early in the morning 
saw a band of 6 caribou crossing the lake. but failed to get a shot at 
them. We have made up our minds to pass the day here to hunt and spell 
the dogs. Put down hooks for trout. In hunting saw a good deal of 
country. Nothing of interest - long ridges of either smooth rock or of 
piles of loose stones similar to the edge of a lake and dry mossy valleys 
or narrow lakes. Not a sign of men have I seen so far. 

Wed. 28th: Very cold north wind, who hard frost all day.
 
Got off lake as there was much talking amongst the Indians as to what
 
to do next. One of them had while hunting yesterday found a cache of
 
meat and fat belonging to Paul Beaulieu so we decided on taking it.
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Travelled to the end of Lac du Mort and portaged into next lake. 
Found the cache had been made with rocks on the banks of a stream 
which with overflows had covered it to the depth of many feet. The only 
way to get it was by building fires on the top and gradually thawing it 
out. By 11 0' clock we had not got the meat. No caribou seen today 
but as some fresh tracks were seen they seem to be moving in this 
direction. We are looking out for them as they are wanted badly. Our 
stock of provisions rapidly decreasing as we are compelled to give 
the Indians enough to keep them in life, but their poor dogs get nothing. 
One dog died on the way to this camp, and the balance of them cannot 
hold out much longer unless something turns up. No geese Or migratory 
birds seen today. We have nOw got past the last of the belt of hills 
which lie to the N of Fond du Lac. The country looking ahead N is a 
level or rather rolling field of snow as far as you can see. The snow is 
perceptibly deeper as we go northwards. 

Thurs. 29th: Remained in camp as it is rather too cold 
to venture farther out on account of the scarcity of wood farther on. 
Besides we would not gain any advantage as the spring is evidently a 
late one and we will have ample time to reach the Great Fish River 
before it opens, but I much fear that we will be considerably later 
getting back to Re solution than we imagined, and too late to establish 
at the last woods as every arrangement must be completely made before 
it can be carried out successfully. Several ground hogs have been 
trapped - smaller than the mountain hog. Kept a fire burning On the 
cache all day but so far have not got at it yet, the ice being many feet 
thick. 22 partridges shot by our party today. 3 Indians who set off for 
the fishing lake this morning have COme back with 15 trout. So we will 
move camp there tomorrow. Daylight all night but still sun sets for 
several hours. All the ice melted off, but no cache. Evidently we have 
mistaken the spot. Still a cold N wind. 

Frio 30th: Moved camp 3 or 4 miles to a creek where the 
Indians killed the fish yesterday but little or nO luck today. Wind still 
north and cold but calmed down in the evening. Gave a couple of pots 
flour to each family. Our provisions gradually decreasing. Have now 
about 30 lbs. pemmican and 2 bags flour for our rather longish trip and 
about 1 night's rations for our dogs. 

Sat. 31st: Wind south and warm. A few flakes of snow fell 
from a passing cloul One or two geese flying about and a few summer 
birds round about Our camp. Set Old Capot Blanc's net in lake to see 
if we can get fish and if so will get down ours tomorrow. One Or two 
small trout from lines. If nets prove successful will remain camped 
here for a few days. Good news this evening. Saltatha killed a deer and 
Capot Blanc saw good numbers a short distance from here. Pierre and 
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Marlo are off with our dogs to bring in the meat to provision the camp 
tanorrow, and Monday we will move to where the deer are ranging and 
try and get a little provisions made for our trip. A few days longer 
would have settled the Indians I dogs, without provisions. 

Sun. June 1st, 1890: Fine day but wind turned N in the 
evening and cleared up with frost, Pierre Lockhart returned with the 
deer killed yesterday and accompanied by Marlo'J'boy who had left us the 
day we mounted the hill from the lake. He had started off to hunt and 
lost himself Clnd- "8Sin a starving condition when found, having no 
ammunition for his gun, and without shoes or wherewith to make fire, 
We supposed he had turned back to where the Indians make their spring 
fishery, when luckily OUl men found him. Divided the meat amongst the 
camp and tomorrow will start for the deer, which if once found will put 
us all right as they are the bucks on their way out after the does which have 
left some time ago to have their young near the sea coast. So we will 
when oncewo strike the big bucks have them right with us to the head of 
the river. They move out as the snow disappears from the ground and 
meet the does out on the Barren Grounds on their return • 

Mon. 2nd: Wind NE. Thawing a little during the heat of 
the day. Shifted our camp a few miles nearer where the deer are 
supposed to be.. Started from camp with Saltatha and hunted all day, 
but tho' saw fresh tracks did not come across any caribou. Country 
rocky ridges often covered with loose boulders and stones and lakes lying 
between in the low ground. A fine grass thinly shows amongst the moss, 
rather like bunch grass. Wood now and then in sheltered valleys, 
Noticed large flocks of who wavies passing north. White partridges to 
be found wherever there are a few pines. Their neck is now dark brown and 
the rest of their plumage white. Shortly after my return the other 
hunters arrived at our lodge. Mr. Pike and the Indians 3 caribou. We 
are now amongst them and will only hunt on our line of march as we 
require meat. Murdo Mackay 2 who wavies. 

Tues. 3rd; Made a small portage and fell on Lac TEhe 
d'ours. Travel~ed in the night ao it was too heavy a thaw all day 60 

lay in camp feasting on fresh caribou meat. Made to Marlo's cache of 
the 2 caribou about midnight and camped. Wind SW and fine. 1 saw an 
aretic ha.re but did not get a shot at it. Geese, white wavies and swans 
passing all day. 

1. Des c ribed as"b rother -in -law" by Pike 
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Wed. 4th: Were obliged to pass the day in same camp on 
account of heavy thaw. Fine bright morning and as we saw a band of 
10 caribou crossing the lake all hands started to hunt, but after midday 
were driven back to camp by a heavy storm of SnOw and sleet and cold 
NW wind. On account of the caribou being apparently in more numbers 
to the east of the track we had been following, the Indians have decided 
to branch off and follow Old Capot Blanc's and the 1st expedition's track, 
and endless chains of lakes which intersect the barren stony ridges, 
enabling one to take any direction they have a mind to. 

Thurs. 5th: Snowed a little all night and continued stormy 
throughout thechY. Shifted our camp across the lake to get wood having 
burnt up the whole around our camp. The lake is about 2 1/2 miles in 
breadth at this point. Drifting on lake today like mid winter. Found a 
fine clump of large pines to make our camp in near an old meat cache. 
Wind NW. Indians hunting all day but without success, tho' they had 
come across a band of 6 caribou which they missed. Broached our last 
bag of pemmican today. Who partridges numerous. 

Fri, 6th: Shifted caInp a couple of miles and camped at the 
A p._­

end of Lac Tete d1ours. Lake I should say 10 or 12 miles in length and 
from 11/2 to 2 ·-c;th. Fine warm day. Wind S. Indians killed 11 caribou 
today. I crossed the bke from our camp but did not see ",:l;<~ing but a 
hare which I miss ed, Pierre Lockhart deserted from us today and we are 
not sorry to get rid of him, only regret missing the chance of writing, 
especially regarding boat. Country still rolling broken ridges. 

Sat. 7th: Snowing in the morning and continued so till after 
midday so remamecCrn same camp. After dinner I took a turn and shot a 
deer about a mile from camp. Wind northerly and chilly. Murdo shot 
a who wavy. Geese, 'Navies etc. flying about. Mr. Pike 1 goose from 
camp. The Indians 3 deer. 

Sun. 8th; Wind still to the north but thawing slightly. Wavies 
in large numbers about any little water to be fOund and appear to be backward 
to go farther northward. The country still the saIne as that to the west­
ward. Rolling ridges, broken rocks and loos e stones often of iInInense 
size balanced on a few sInall stones are a very comInon feature of the 
scene. The ground is covered with several kinds of mosses, and a plant 
hi. InoaS hi. heather with a small black berry and cranberries are also 
to be found in the swamps. A short grass is to be found with a thin 
round blade. Wood getting very scarce and only to be found in sheltered 
spots. Passing the Sunday in our saIne camp. Brought in the deer I 
shot yesterday and found a large flock of gulls feeding on it. 



YOLo X NO.3 THE ARCTIC CIRCULAR 42 

Mon. 9th: Wind N easterly. Thawing. Off again this 
morning and made probably about 8 miles. Course NE to strike Capot 
Blanc's tract. First on two small lakes and then on a long one in 
appearance like a river, at the end of which we camped. After dinner 
we all startedojf hunting. I with Old Capot Blanc. Soon after leaving 
camp we saw a band of 7 caribou bu~ our dogs had followed and just 
as we were approaching to get a shot, started off the deer. We again 
later on saw two which Sallath<l. started for us J Towards evening, 
however, behind a ridge in front of us we heard some shots and soon 
some deer made their appearance from which I got a large buck. Moise 
who had fired at them first also got one. Mr. Pike and Murdo 1 each 
and Saltatha chot 3: ·Mr. l?ike from' camp got a grey wavy. So we are 
now feasting on m<l.rrow bones etc. The country still of the same 
appearance but not a single stick did I see while hunting. I noticed mica 
in small quantities yesterday <l.nd today but of poor quality and so far 
there are no rocks of sufficient Gize that I have seen to hold any, being 
all split up by the frost or other causes. 

Tues. 10th: Wind NE but warm. In fact the hottest day we 
have had since we left Resolution and what it was like a month ago there. 
Water all over lakes etc. and the snow fast going. Only moved camp as 
far <l.S the deer I killed yesterday which was right on our track. Made 
about 4 miles on small lakes with short portages between. Only David of 
of our party hunting and two Indians who killed nothing yesterday. It is 
useless to hunt while we have a day's provisions for ourselves and dogs 
as it only mEans extra weight to carry, the deer being now in small bands 
scattered over our line of march on their way northwards. The bucks 
h<l.ve now horns 1 1/2 ft. in length which are considered a delicacy by the 
Indians, but we cannot appreciate them. Wood is very scarce at this 
camp and we can only find a little dry roots in spots where the snow is off 
the ground. The same bleak country, red and grey granite rock and 
ledges everywhere. 

Wed. 11th: Wind NE, but a regular thaw. Spring has 
evidently set in. Water running in all the hollows and the snow is slush. 
Made about 5 miles in an easterly direction on a long, narrow winding 
lake. The hills a good deal higher today and rougher, abrupt bluffs and 
broken rocks. Leaving the lake we made a small portage and camped 
belOW a bank of fine sand of a red colour on the edge of Lac au bout des 
petites roches, which is the track by which Anderson and Stewart 
canoed it to the Great Fish River. Several of us started out after we 
camped to hunt caribou but did not see any signs. Geese and white 
wavies however are very numerous. They appear to have a feeding 
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ground here and our party got 10. Mr. Pike also shot a Black­
throated Diver and I an arctic hare. This evening we had the first fog 
we have experienced, which is very prevalent throughout the Barren 
Lands in spring and fall and renders it dangerous for one to stray far 
from camp, as without hardly any warning and during a fine bright day 
a small dark cloud may be observed on the northern horizon. - a breeze 
springs up and in quarter of an hour or so, everything is enveloped in a 
mist so thick that one can only see a few yards ahead, and on that account 
the Indians taever hunt alone and often can only get back by shooting 
off their guns for each other to gUide them to camp. 

The bank of sand on which we are now camped extends for 
some couple of miles in length and perhaps 1/2 in breadth and is quite 
a pleasant sight after the everlasting rocks. It is formed in ri.dges, 
mounds and hollows like its rocky neighbourhood, and a few small stunted 
pines here and there. 

Thurs. 12th: Have made up Our minds to remain camped. 
here for a few days till the water sinks a little on the lakes. Still a 
heavy fog this morning but cleared off about 9 o'clock a.m. and turned 
a fine day. Did not freeze much last night and lakes forming in all the 
hollows. Geese and wavies flying about and a band of deer passed our 
camp early this morning, the whole of the dogs starting in pursuit. Mr. 
Pike and I taking a lazy day of it; the others off scouring the oneighbourhood. 
Moise got back late, the only successful hunter, having killed 2 caribou 
and 3 wavies. Murdo also got 6 wavies and a loon. Wind NE and a heavy 
thaw. 

Fri. 13th: All of the hunters having a spell and we will 
probably be detained here for three or four days yet as spring comes On 
so suddenly there is lots of water on all the lakes and we will be obliged 
to remain till it sinks. The last couple of days we have abandoned our 
snowshoes as most of the country is free from snow but immense drifts 
in all the hollows which we have to flounder through. Bands of caribou 
seen frOm our camp every now and then but are generally scared off before 
we can get a shot. Noel and another Indian lad arrived from Fond du 
Lac. They left the rest of their party some way back. They will probably 
reach here tomorrow. Wind NE and raw with now and then a few drops 
of rain. A slight fog towards evening arose, but later on came very 
thick and stormy. 

Sat. 14th: Fog cleared off about 10 o'clock p.m. but the 
whole of the sky overcast and very stormy and cold. Our three men 
and some Indians started this morning to pack in the 2 caribou killed by 
Moise the. other day and returned in the evening with the meat. Paul 
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Nathe and another family of Indians reached our camp today and joined 
our party of Indians. Zinto had moved on to Tete Noire's. They bring 
news that there are lots of fish being taken at the Fort and vicinity. Our 
men killed 3 loons and 2 who wavies and saw a band of caribou but did 
not get a shot. Wind continues a little east of north. Mr. Pike and I 
remained in charge of our lodge all day and very little temptation to 
venture out. A most unpleasant day. 

Sun. 15th: Rained. Snow and sleet the whols day. Wind 
NE on getting up this morning. Found that the starving dogs of the 
late arrivals had cleaned out all our supply of fresh meat during the 
night, so we will have to hunt for more. So far the Indians we brought 
with us have gi'len us no assistance, in fact we have been feeding them, 
or would have ample and to spare fur our own party. 

Mon. 16th: Wind NE. Rained and snowed all night and 
continued up to 10 o'clock today forenoon when it cleared up after dinner. 
I and Marlo started off ahead to hunt, arranging where we were to meet 
the sleds and camp. Saw-.two deer but did not get a shot, On making 
for the spot supposed to be near camp, which we reached about midnight, 
found that the sleds ha.d not come up so sta.rted back for the camp we had 
left from through water and slush and bitterly cold. On our way over­
took Syene with a .load of mea~ he having killed a caribou. On arriving 
near our camp and congratulating ourselves we would soon get warm, we 
all at once struck the slec"s tracks off by another snigh Isie; so we had 
to turn back and follow and reacheci camp about 3 0 1clock in- the morning 
following. They had made about 5 miles, not very good in places as there 
are still drifts of snOw and a good deal of water on the lake - a pretty long 
lake with rocky islands and points and channels running here and there. 
Good whitefish in it, but we did not set ollr net. 

Tues. 17th: Wind NE and cloudy but the wind moderating 
and milder. Started off again in the morning and made 8 or 9 miles when 
we reached the northern or eastern end of the lake and made a portage of 
about a mile. Today we have camped half way on accamt of wood which 
is getting very scarce, only bushes you may say, tho' pines, but the 
largest is not a :'ard in height. They are of a considerable size at the 
root, but immediately from that point the branches spring and seem to 
be backward to leave the ground and the whole is bent and crooked in every 
imaginable position and generally dry at the end or top. When we fell 
on this lake and camped during the heavy thaw we abandoned our 
snowshoes. All the land, or rather more properly rocks, are now free 
from snOw except the large drifts and in getting on and leaving the 
lake we sink lip to the wais~ in snow and water. All hands off hunting 
except I and Murdo and we are having a good feed of bread all by our­
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selves. 4 caribou were killed by the Indians. 

Wed. 18th: Wind due south and a fine bright day. Finished 
the portage whlch 1S about a mile in length and fell on a narrow lake 
which we followed about 5 miles to where a little river joins it with the 
next lake in our route, but the ice we found gone on it and had therefore 
to make a portage of about a mile and a half in length over the hills. In the 
morning as soon as we got over the first portage on to the lake I left 
the party and hunted with Old Capot Blanc. Only saw 2 bucks but did 
not succeed in getting a shot. Snow only on small patches here and there. 
The whole courtry has the appearance of having been burnt, or rather 
more like a batture tfee_f[on a river, if it were thrown up into mounds, 
ridges and hills and the stones larger and rougher. In fact the whole of 
this section of the country is simply a bed of stones, as may be seen 
wherever the snow water carries off the moss leaving only the rocks ­
no gravel or earth of any kind but the stones piled up on each other and 
great holes between. The country much the same appearance only less 
large bluffs of rock and now and then whole acres of loose stones without 
any covering. In hollows SnOw and then a yard or two of grass, no 
bushes of any kind except on the borders of a lake. On making for camp 
in the evening found the tents pitcheEl on the hill looking down on the lake 
which we travel tomorrow. It appears of considerable size from the view 
we get of it from this point. Whitefish, trout, and jack are plentiful in 
both of thes e lakes, 

Thurs. 19th: Wind south and warm, Left the men packing 
down to the lake and started off ahead with Saltatha. to see SOme clumps of 
large pines. Followed the bay we first fell on the lake which runs north 
and south for about 5 or 6 miles, at which point the lake widens out 
forming a circle, and at the narrowest point in breadth is 3 or 4 miles, 
broadest 8 or 10. and from 16 to 20 in 1ength. At the north end of the bay 
where it widens we took the shore to the west and passed over a pretty 
fair level country, more soil, and stretches of grass. Sand hills and 
ridges and several patches of pines suitable for bUilding purposes and 
firewood. On the whole it is the best country I have seen since leaving 
Slave Lake. Mr. Pike took the east shore of the bay and also fO)lnd the 
country unusually smooth and level for this quarter and saw considerable 
wood. In fact all round the lake there is lots for firewood. A small river 
runs out of the lake to the south at the northeast end of the bay. This is 
the point or lake at which the Yellow Knives would wish to have the post 
established. Our party with the dog trains followed the east and south 
shores of the lake and camped at the SE end having made some 16 or 18 miles 
today. Good travelling on the ice today, Mr. Pike shot 1 caribou, 12, 
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and the Indians 5. Bands of caribou continually passing our tents all 
evening and night which our dogs start and chas e off. Tomorrow 
another portage to the eastward over a flat country apparently. 
Sunrise at 1:30 this morning, Set 10 mins. after 10. 

Fri. 20th: Wind NE but light and warm. Left camp 
about midday and made a portage of about 2 1/2 miles into a long narrow 
lake running northwards. Made about a mile on the lake and camped 
on a dry point. The Indians fished in a small stream which flows out 
of this lake where we fell on it and caught 2 large speckled trout in a 
few minutes for dinner. The country north of this lake appears level 
as far as One can see and freer of stones and rocks than the country we 
have left behind. Small bush pines in clumps in the low grounds. The 
lakes getting nice and dry. The caribou dung sinking through and 
leaving round holes all over the lake so that the water drains through 
as soon as the snow melts. The hen partridge now in summer plumage 
speckled brown, the cock still white with brown neck. 

Sat. 21: Wind NE light and hot. Got away from camp at 
a fair hour, I walking ahead with Saltatha and taking the right side of the 
lake found the country much more level than we have seen it, long smooth 
sandy ridges covered thinly with bunch grass, and in the muskegs and 
edges of the small lakes, which are numerous, a good lot of grass to be 
found. Vegetation is pushing ahead rapidly, leaves starting on the small 
willows, and small flowe'ring plants in bud, green grass showing and 
every sign of summer. I saw several bumble bees and lots of bluebottles 
about but no signs of mosquitoes or sandflies. Lots of small pines ­
bushes - to be found in the low sheltered spots. but we must now be 
getting very near the so -called last woods. On a high sandy ridge 
beyond us we saw Old Capot Blanc and boy lying and they signed for us 
to come to them. We found they were watching 5 caribou lying down. 
We started to approach them from two sides and just as I was getting 
well up I heard shot which started the deer off on the run. Saltatha 
had fallen across another deer which he shot. We made up our loads and 
started for 1he lake. Shortly after starting a caribou came in sight 
behind us On a ridge comingat a trot in our direction. We lay on the 
watch for him and happroing to pass near where I lay I dropped him. So 
we now had our dinner and with heavy loads started for camp which we 
thought to be at the end of the lake and a good distance. On' coming out 
on the bank of the lake we heard dogs fighting and children calling and 
had the good fbrtune to strike the lake right at the point where the lodges 
had been pi.tehed. 4 caribou having been killed near the lake had decided 
them to come to a halt at this place to pass the night and Sunday at. 
The part'" with the dogs had made about 8 or at most 10 miles. Mr. Pike, 
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who had taken the N side of the lake with Syene. was guided to camp by a 
shot fired at a loon passing the lodges. Today's bag - Moise 3, myself 
1, <1nd the Indians 5 deer - 9. Trout and whilefish abound in this lake. 

Sun. 22nd: Passed a quiet Sunday in same camp. The 
Indians all satisfied and contented having lots of meat in camp. Caught 
several trout in the lake in front of our lodge. Wind south and warm. 

Mon. 23rd; While the men were fixing up the sled 
for a start Mr. Pike and I with some Indians started ahead and walked 
over a point on the southeast side of the lake and fell on a small creek 
running into the lake. The Indians started fishing and in half an hour 
caught 12 speckled trout, eomeof which we roasted for our dinner. The 
country we found rocky and intersected with small lakes. Saw a few 
mosquitoes and heard thef'irst thunder of the season this forenoon. 
Wind in the morning west and hot but at midday heavy clouds came up 
and a rainstorm and the wind veered round to the NE again. Forked 
from the others who started to have a look for deer and made for camp 
with Old Capot Blanc. Saw a band of caribou on our way which Old 
Capot started after while we held"on our way to ca=p ~nd found the 
tents pitched on our arrival. Today the party with the dogs probably 
made about 8 miles. Today's hunt - Moise 2 and Marlo 1 deer. Niticed 
a little mica in the rocks above our camp. 

Tues. 24th; Wind south. Made about 4 miles to the end 
of the lake, which is probably about 20 miles in length and from 2 to 2 1/2 
in breadth, then a portage of over a mile and fell on the NE end of 
another small lake which we crossed, about three miles, and pitched our 
camp. Bands of caribou passing our camp all evening. Ifhot one close 
to our tent. Indians killed 4. Wood getting very scarce. In winter the 
little that is to be found must all be covered deep with snow. 

Wed. 25th; Wind S and fine. From our camp of last night 
a portage of 4 miles has to be made to a small lake that lies between 
King and Aylmer l,akes, the Lockhart River running through and 
connecting them all. We had our dinner about the middle of the portage 
and after started and got over the whole of our baggage. Found the river 
open between the lakes and lots of water at the lake edge; made about two 
miles on the NE bay of the sma.ll lake where the Lockhart River runs 
out of it into Aylmer Lake and took the bank where a portage of over 
a mile over a rocky hill has to be made. We got all our baggage to the 
top of the hill and as the men were tired camped. We are now on the 
north bank of the Lockhart River and on the native soil of the muskox. 
A little farther on 011 the porj:iLg" I saw two muskox heads ~hich had been 
killed by Marla two years ago. On this side of the river I Saw a 
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different sort of partridge. smaller than the usual who one; the cock 
bird is entirely white so far. but the hen is brown already. The 
country near to the south of the river is smooth and sandy and a good 
deal of muskeg. On the north bank a range of hills runs NE and the 
general aspect rocky and rough land. Aylmer Lake as seen from this 
point bends away to the SI:. The river that runs below this hill is 
probably about a mile in length from the point of leaving the intermediate 
small lake till falling into Aylmer Lake. However plants are rapidly 
coming in bloom and little or no snow to be seen. 

Thurs. 26th: Wind south and fine. Moise with 4 Indian 
boys and our dogs started back from our last nightls camp for the 
large canoe left by Mr. Pike last fall on MacKay Lake. The Indians 
taking on our baggage on their sleds got through the portaging and had 
dinner and started off on Aylmer Lake a little after midday. Found the 
the ice very bad walking, put ashore first pOint we came to to collect 
some small pcs. of drift willows as there is no wood to be found near here. 
Saw on the point fresh signs of muskox. Made about 5 or 6 miles and 
camped on a low point a little distance from a small river that falls 
in on the N. s ide of the lake . We' fis hed a few minutes and caught 8 
good-sized trout. Murdo and I shot 2 deer on the portage before starting 
out. The banks of this lake appear to be low and covered with grass. 
gradually rising as they recede from the water edge. The Indians are 
now most of them carrying canoes on their sleds picked up here and 
there where they had been cached along the route. Old Capot Blanc 
shot 1 deer. 

Frio 27th: Wind westerly and we had a shower or two of 
rain. Started off again this morning. I took the north bank of lake with 
Marlo. Found it nearly level and good walking. Found a duck's nest with 
eggs. Had to make for the lake as we could not cross a small river 
where Mr. Pike and the other hunters joined us. The sleds soon coming 
in sight we had dinner and again started off on the same side. Still level 
till we crossed a deep bay where the hills come to the lake again across 
which we camped on an island. While hunting any small willows we 
find we pack into camp as there is no wood to be found and we have 
been obliged to take it on our sleds for the last couple of days. Made 
about 8 miles today on this side of the bay where a little ltream falls into 
the lake. The men started fishing and in a short time got over 40 trout. 
Mr. Pike. Murdo (2) and I each got 1 deer and the Indians 2. Mica again 
I noticed in the rocks at this place but still small and worthless. The 
banks on the opposite side are hilly; freezing hard tonight - ice on the 
small pools. 
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Sat. 28th: Wind southerly and fine. Started off again 
in a NE direction and probably made about 8 miles. The ice is getting 
better to travel on, the snow in sheltered spots not quite melted off on 
the edges yet and the ice good and sound getting 0 n and off the lake, and 
very little affected by the sun as yet, This is probably a late season 
as Insprs. Anderson and Stewart passed through this lake the first week 
in July. This Season I do not think that will be possible even to find a 
small passage for a canoe till at least the middle of July. We have kept 
the north side of the lake all along which is indented by long bays and a 
good many islands. A greater portion of the hill sides are slopes of 
grass and quite a lot of level plateau~, moss and grass, wifh here and 
there the prev<iling ridge of rocks and stones. Quite enough feed for 
horses or cattle in summer to be found but not a sign of anything in the 
shape of bushes large enough to make a fire. Moss is the only thing to 
be found that will burn in this region. From our camp the route for 
Slave Lake stretches away to the southeast through an arm of this lake 
connected by the Lockhart flowing through to other lakes and then on 
into Slave Lake. From the farthest west end of MacKay Lake to the east 
end of Aylmer general Course east and west is some 150 miles or 
thereabout of good navigable water and then south to Great Slave Lake 
or within a few miles of it. The route to the Fish River from this point 
is northeast to the end of the bay running in that direction and then a 
portage of some length I am told by the Indians. I do not think if we had 
managed to push ahead, as we intended on leaving the Fort, to the head of 
Fish River we would be any farther ahead in the end as in the event of the 
river being now open we should most certainly have found the lakes still 
fast. The point I most regret is not having seen King's road, which is 
much straighter to the westerly portion of MacKay Lake and by Mr. Pike's 
report much preferable to the one we Came in by on account of wood 
being sufficiently plentiful for firewood, while the way we passed is 
dec idedly unfit to be used by us to get out our robes in the ev.ent of a 
post being established. The Big Pines I mentioned as the probably suit­
able point for a post is north a little off towards the western end of Mac­
Kay Lake. Owing to Zinto failing to make uS meat we were unable to 
take King's track as we intended and were led off by Old Capot Blanc 
the way we came bY,which is the track the Yellow Knives take at this 
season to make their usual meat hunt on Fish River or near that quarrer: 
and their having a post would only be to supply them for that purpose and 
lead to no opening up of the muskox trade that I can see as in hunting the 
muskox in spring and fall they ke~ farther west, but the whole point 
rests that through jealousy they would wish to have the ammunition so 
that it would not be available for the Dog Ribs, who are the best hunters 
in this quarter. I proposed on falling into this chain of lakes to leave 
the pa rty and go with an Indian on foot and see the Big Pines, b1it,>,<;' 
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found the lakes to the westward unfit to travel On and the rivers open 
so had to give up the idea. On my return if well I will endeavour to 
see it by canoe. The first muskox was killed today by David the 
Eskimo - a solitary bull; I deer by myself and 30 trout made our day1s 
hunt. All the willows are out in leaf and many flowers in bloom. We 
find small birds I nests here and there and loons and pintail ducks are 
seen in the lakes but nO wavies about of any kind; a few large geese, a 
small bird, evidently of the lark species is numerous here, which mounts 
into the air and sings. 

Sun. 29th: Wind SW. Passed Sunday in same camp. 
Divine service by Syene. The day started with heavy rain and wind 
and fog, but towards evening turned fine, 

Mon. 30th: Wind SW. Fine and hot in the morning but 
towards midday heavy rain and thunderstorm passed to 1he west of us 
and later On we had a little rain. Mr. Pike, the Indian hunters, and I 
took the NE bank of the lake in search of muskox. Saw lots of signs, 
but did not come on any. Sal.tatha killed a deer and we had dinner, 
finding enough slTIall willows to make a fire. Saw quite a number of 
grey wavies. We are evidently now in their breeding grounds. Close 
to camp I wounded two caribou but did not get either. Our general 
course today was NE through a bay full of islands on one of which we are 
now camped. The dog trains probably made about 8 miles and tomorrow 
is all is well we will reach the portage leading to the head of the Great 
Fish River. No sign of Mois e and our large canoe yet. Murdo killed a 
caribou along the lake shortly after leaving camp. Pretty fair country 
inland for walking. Lots of grass slopes, headed with rocks and stones 
and intersected with lakes. A few mosquitoes out today but not trouble­
some. Mr. Pike got an arctic hare today. The white partridge that 
come into the woods in winter, the last tvo days we have seen none. 
They do not come out as far as this but the smaller sort of which we have 
seen a few I believe are plentiful farther on. White fox holes we come 
acrOSs now and then of late - the first we saw on the portage to 
Lockhart River. 

(To be concluded) 

- Editorial Note 

• The Editor would welcome contributions from those 
who are at present in the Arctic or have information about work in 
the Arctic. All material for the Circular should be sent to: 

Mrs. Graham Rowley, 
245 Sylvan Road, 
Ottawa 2, Ontario. 
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JOURNAL FISH RIVER EXPLORING PARTY 

James Mackinlay 

(cont1d from Vol. X No.3) 

Tues. July I, 1890: Wind NW windy and changeable. 
Started rather late on account of heavy fog. Mois e and party caught us 
up while the party with the dogs were having dinner. They brought the 
large canoe all right and report deer very numerous on MacKay Lake. 
During their absence from us they killed 8 deer. Today we made the 
end of the bay we have been following, called Sandy Bay. and camped on 
a high bank of sand close by to the north of us. A range of sandy hills 
and banks rum east and west; at the foot a small stream runs which is 
one of the SOurces of the Great Fish River. The country is sight and 
surrounding is prairie ridges with lakes in most of the hollows. Near 
our camp a band of some 15 muskox were seen feeding, so after our tents 
were pitched all the men of the party started after them. They were 
feeding at the foot of the hills across the little river. The Indians made 
up their minds to drive them into a small lake, on reaching which they 
stuck up poles with coats etc. hung on them. Some of us then strung 
ourselves on the hills on the north side to keep them from breaking, the 
river being the barrier on the south. An Indian then started them on the 
far side and they carne down at a clumsy gallop along the river. On- reaching the point where they were supposed to take to the water they 
refused and broke up. However we managed to get 7 out of the band ­
Moise 2. Murdo 1 and a calf. and I 3. No bull appeared to be with them. 
3 Deer by the Indians today. We probably carne some 6 or 7 miles today. 
This portage is long and forms the height of land, the water from the 

I 
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southern slope running by the Lockhart into Great Slave Lake, of the 
northern by the Great Fish River in the Arctic. We have now finished 
our sled work and as our large canoe is in good condition we are well 
prepared for a trip down the river having plenty of ammunition and 
fishing gear - only we shall probably have a few days delay where we 
finally part with the Indians getting shoes and some dry meat made, in 
case anything should happen f!o] our canoe, to cache along the river and 
ensure our way back. Caribou to be Seen in bands passing from our 
camp, but as we have plenty of meat no use troubling them. 

Wed. 2nd: Wind NW fine and warm. Remained in camp 
at Sandy Bay repairing canoes, dressing leather, and packing in muskox 
meat. Bands of caribou passing all day. Indian women cutting up and 
drying meat. None of us wandered off from camp, all taking things 
easy, lots to eat but our tea has dwindled down to about 1 lb. Our 
flour holds out good, we have 1 meal a day of it - slap jacks. 

Thurs, 3rd: Wind westerly. Rained early in the morning 
but soon cleared up and turned fine. We made a cache of some ammunit­
ion, tobacco, and muskox heads in the rocks near where we killed the 
muskox yesterday and have here ]rft our sled and taken to the canoe. 
Our men passed down by the small river but had a lot of work getting 
th,ough, the stream being full of large stones - 7 portages had to be made 
al1d they broke the canoe shortly after starting out. The small lakes 
are now open, but on the larger lakes there is only a small passage 
round the edge so that with the delay mending the canoe and winding 
round a lake it was about 2 o'clock next morning before our canoe came 
up. The Indians pomged their small canoes and baggage to the southwest 
and fell on a narrow lake which they passed over on the ice and then bent 
their course to the north again and camped where they fell on the river 
again. Mr. Pike and I started on after the Indians as soon as the break 
in the canoe was repaired but had some difficulty finding the camp which 
we only reached after midnight. On our way we saw a band of over 60 
caribou and fresh signs of muskox plentiful. Our camp of last night is 
probably not over 4 or 5 miles from here in a straight line to the southeast, 
Noel started on ahead to make the crossing where they spear the deer 
as soon as passable and we hope we may find some dry meat ready for 
our trip beyond en our reaching that point. Among the rocks on the river 
banks enough wood is to be found for fire so we are well off and comf01:t­• 
able in our tent to what we have been for some time back when we had 
only a fire to cook. No pines are to be seen of any description, only 
willows, but they grow to a good size for this quarter. The country is 
rolling prairie with more moss and stones and less grass than the prairies 
we are used to to the south of this. The banks and bed of the stream are 
rocky or rather stoney, widening out here and there into narrow lakes 
between which almost a rapid. 
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